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Programme notes

Scooby was a rescue cat, a pedigree Bengal, a prince amongst felines and my constant wild companion for
a decade. Every couple of days, one of his favourite pranks was to unexpectedly jump on the piano in my
studio and loudly trot/cantor across the keys from left to right. This piece is structurally based on what |
have called the “Scooby” scale, a 60-pitch cluster scale that attempts to capture this activity; first heard at
Letter C (bb. 48-54). Scooby was hit by a car in the middle of the night on October 20" 2023. | found his
body by the roadside the next morning. Writing this piece was a cathartic exercise, but | hope it captures

the deep sense of loss whilst also being a celebration of Scooby’s joie de vivre.

Chamber Symphonies Nos. 3-8 were all composed during 2023. Collectively, they are a hexalogy of 15
minute (approx.) pieces. If recorded, these would ideally be released as a triple 12” 100% (or as near as

possible) recycled vinyl box set. This piece is No. 6 (record 3, side B), the last of the set.

Performance notes

Adhere to tempi, find the grooves, and like Scooby... be spectacular!

Two Timps are required. At Letters C and L the tuning is Bb2 and F3, at Letter E the tuning is B2 and F3.



Scalic structural notes

The Scooby (OG) 60-pitch 86-STET CLUSTER SCALE (AO to B7):

AO, B»0, BO | C#1, D1 | E1, F1, F41, G1 | Bb1 | C#2, D2 | E2, F2, F#2, G2 | Bb2 | C3, C#£3, D3, Eb3 | F3, F43 |
G#3, A3, Bb3, B3, C4 | D4, Eb4 | F4, F£4, G4 | A4, Bb4 | C5, C#5, D5, EbS, E5 | F£5, G5 | A5, BbS, B5, C6 | D6
| F6, F£6, G6, G#6 | Bb6, B6 | D7 | F7, F47, G7, G£7 | Bb7, B7

IfC4=1,then1,3,2,4,5,3,4,2=C4,Eb4, D4, F4, F#4, D4, Ev4, D4.
IfF#4=1,then 1,3,2,4,5, 3,4,2 =F#4, A4, G4, Bv4, C5, G4, A4, G4.

When cats run, one front leg tends to land slightly before the other, the back legs then cross the front legs
as they hit the ground, this is known as overreaching. A cats trot is basically a two-beat gait where
diagonally opposite paws land on the ground simultaneously, and a canter is a three-beat gait where at
least one paw (sometimes three) is always in contact with the ground. Scooby would incorporate all of the

above when running across my piano.

The Prime (of the above) 60-STET Scale from C2 - C7 (with octave doubling at either end; C1-C2 & C7-C8)
M+9, +7)... = L (-3, -5)...
C2 + 19 (+3+5+3+5+3) = G3, C7 - 19 = F5, therefore there are two sounded axial points at G3 & F5.

N from G3 to C7, (+9, +7)... produces the (41-STET) pitches; {G3 [9] E4 [7] B4 [9] G#5 [7] Eb6 [9] C7}
™ from C2 to G3, (+3, +5)... produces the (19-STET) pitches; {C2 [3] Eb2 [5] G#2 [3] B2 [5] E3 [3] G3}

The complete (60-STET) P "P" scale =
{C2 [3] Eb2 [5] G#2 [3] B2 [5] E3 [3] G3 [9] E4 [7] B4 [9] G#5 [7] Eb6 [9] C7}

The complete (60-STET) { "I" scale =
{C2 [9] A2 [7] E3 [9] CH4 [7] G#4 [9] F5 [3] G#5 [5] C#6 [3] E6 [5] A6 [3] C7}

The complete 18-pitch (/) "P+" scale =
{C2 [3] Eb2 [5] G#2 [1] A2 [2] B2 [5] E3 [3] G3 [6] C#4 [3] E4 [4] G#4 [3] B4 [6] F5 [3] G#5 [5] CH6 [2] Eb6 [1]
E6 [5] A6 [3] C7}

With octave doubling at either end (C1-C2 & C7-C8); 28-pitch (/) "P+I" scale =
{C1[3] Eb1 [5] G#1 [1] A1 [2] B1 [1] C2 [3] Eb2 [5] G#2 [1] A2 [2] B2 [5] E3 [3] G3 [6] C#4 [3] E4 [4] G#4 [3]
B4 [6] F5 [3] G#5 [5] C#6 [2] Eb6 [1] E6 [5] A6 [3] C7 [1] C#7 [2] Eb7 [1] E7 [5] A7 [3] C8}
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